[Merkel cell carcinoma].
The authors present 2 cases of Merkel cell carcinoma in the head and neck district, evaluating the characteristics and evolution. Merkel cell carcinoma is a rare, highly aggressive neuroendocrine cutaneous neoplasm which is often located in the head and neck district. This carcinoma has the same characteristics as small cell tumors and tends to significant metastatization both through the lymph nodes and through the blood. It is also prone to frequent recurrence. Today diagnosis is facilitated by electron microscopy and immunohistochemistry to search for neurofilaments and cytocheratin 20. The treatment of choice is radical surgery ensuring a tumor-free edge of at least 3 cm, associated with supplementary local radiotherapy. Recurrence is quite frequent despite the treatment strategies applied.